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Lynn Anspaugh, Ph.D.
Radiobiology Division
University of Utah
40 North 2030 East Front

Salt Lakg City, Utah 84112-5860

DearD# ‘~
&

gh:

Access to data is a central concern of all participants of the Joint Coordinating Committee for
Radiation Effects Research (JCCRER). At the April 1997 meeting of the JCCRER, Dr. Tara
O’Toole and Vice-Minister Sergei Khetagurov signed a statement of agreement ensuring mutual
access to data by Russian and American researchers. This statement (see enclosure) is very
general, however, and does not provide the procedures and assurances for access to specific data
related to individual projects. It does include the commitment that “detailed procedures for
access to data for each project will be approved by the responsible U.S. and Russian Federation
agencies. ”

At a subsequent meeting between Department of Energy (DOE) officials and representatives of
the Russian institutes, it w-as agreed that access needs and authorization would be established forL
each project and reflected in a signed agreement. The si=~atories would include the principal
investigators, institute directors, and appropriate executive committee members.

Specifically, each agreement would establish data access agreements for the original or raw data,
compiled data that was created before the specific project began. and second generation data and
information compiled according to project requirements.

Although this subsequent agreement was made for DOE projects only, we expect that other

JCCRER members may \vant to use a similar approach.

In advance of the planned JCCRER Executive Committee (EC) meeting in Moscow in
December 1997, we propose to start drawing up these agreements. We would like to begin this
process by asking the American principal investigators for DOE projects to work with their
Russian collaborators to develop a first draft of such an agreement for their project. Each
agreement should list all the data and information required or created by the project, grouped
according to the categories described above. It should propose \vho should have access to the
data, including what parts ~~ill be made public in support of published reports that may result
from the Russian-American collaboration.

We suggest that you work to define this access as broadly as you think appropriate and, where
possible, according to American standards of data access: we \vill then negotiate the final

L position \vith the Russian EC and JCCRER members. as necessan.
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L We look to you to take the lead in this activity, but we will support your efforts in whatever way
we can. Ultimately, based on your preliminary drafts, we hope to come up with a more
standardized format that we can use for al1the projects. We are interested in discussing this
effort with you as you proceed, since ~veexpect that difficulties will be best understood and
solved in the context of individual projects. The contact for this effort is Elly Melamed who can
be reached on 301-903-8044 or by e-mail at elly.melamed@,eh. doe.gov. If you have questions or
suggestions about these proposed a-meements she would like to hear from you as soon as
possible.

We would like to have prelimin~ drafts by the end of October so we can review and discuss
them together before the EC meeting. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

&#&L
rank Hawkins
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Director

Office of International
Health Programs
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Ethel Gilbert, Ph.D.
Xational Cancer Institute

6130 Executive Boulevard
Bethesda. Maryland 20894-7399

Dear Dr. Gilbert:

.+ccess to data is a central concern of all participants of the Joint Coordinating Committee for
Radiation Effects Research (JCCRER). At the April 1997 meeting of the JCCRER, Dr. Tara

O’Toole and Vice-Minister Sergei Khetagurov signed a statement of agreement ensuring mutual
access to data by Russian and American researchers. This statement (see enclosure) is very
general, however, and does not provide the procedures and assurances for access to specific data
related to individual projects. It does include the commitment that “detailed procedures for
access to data for each project will be approved by the responsible U.S. and Russian Federation
agencies. ”

.\t a subsequent meeting between Department of Energy (DOE) officials and representatives of
the Russian institutes, it was agreed that access needs and authorization would be established for~
each project and reflected in a signed agreement. The signatories would include the principal
investigators, institute directors, and appropriate executive committee members.

Specifically, each agreement would establish data access agreements for the original or raw data,
compiled data that was created before the specific project began, and second generation data and
information compiled according to project requirements.

.+lthough this subsequent agreement was made for DOE projects only, we expect that other
JCCRER members may want to use a similar approach.

In advance of the planned JCCRER Executive Committee (EC) meeting in .MOSCOWin
December 1997, we propose to start drawing up these agreements. We would like to begin this

process by asking the American principal investigators for DOE projects to \vork with their
Russian collaborators to develop a first draft of such an agreement for their project, Each
agreement should list all the data and information required or created by the project. -~ouped
according 10 the categories described above. It should propose who should have access to the
data, including what parts will be made public in support of published reports that may result
from the Russian-American collaboration.

If-e suggest that you work to define this access as broadly as you think appropriate and, where
possible, according to American standards of data access; we will then negotiate the tinal
position ~~ith the Russian EC and JCCRER members, as necessary.

@
P,. !eu .,- sw Ink on recvc lea paoel



.

2

L We look to you to take the lead in this activity. but we ~vill support your efforts in whatever way
we can. Ultimately, based on your preliminary drafts. ~vehope to come up with a more

standardized format that we can use for all the projects. Jt’e are interested in discussing this
effort with you as you proceed, since we expect [hat difficulties will be best understood and
solved in the context of individual projects. The contact for this effort is Elly Melamed who can
be reached on 301-903-8044 or by e-mail at elly,melamed(iieh.doe .gov. If you have questions or

suggestions about these proposed agreements she would like to hear from you as soon as
possible.

We would like to have preliminary drafts by the end of October so we can review and discuss
them together before the EC meeting. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

b

Enclosure

Director
OffIce of International

Health Programs
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Professor Ron Filipy
Washington State University

U.S. Transuranium & Uranium Registries
100 Sprout Road, West Annex
Richland, Washington 99352-1643

Dear Professor Filipy:

Access to data is a central concern of all participants of the Joint Coordinating Committee for
Radiation Effects Research (JCCRER). At the April 1997 meeting of the JCCRER, Dr. Tara
O’Toole and Vice-Minister Sergei Khetagurov signed a statement of agreement ensuring mutual
access to data by Russian and American researchers. This statement (see enclosure) is very
general, however, and does not provide the procedures and assurances for access to specific data
related to individual projects. It does include the commitment that “detailed procedures for
access to data for each project will be approved by the responsible U.S. and Russian Federation
agencies. ”

At a subsequent meeting behveen Department of Energy (DOE) officials and representatives ofL
the Russian institutes, it was agreed that access needs and authorization would be established for
each project and reflected in a signed agreement. The signatories would include the principal
investigators, institute directors, and appropriate executive committee members.

Specifically, each agreement ~vould establish data access agreements for the original or raw data,
compiled data that was created before the specific project began, and second generation data and
information compiled according to project requirements.

Although this subsequent agreement was made for DOE projects only, we expect that other

JCCRER members may want to use a similar approach.

[n advance of the planned JCCRER Executive Committee (EC) meeting in Moscow in
December 1997, we propose to start drawing up these agreements. We would like to begin this
process by asking the American principal investigators for DOE projects to work with their
Russian collaborators to develop a first draft of such an agreement for their project. Each
agreement should list all the data and information required or created by the project, grouped
according to the categories described above. It should propose who should have access to the
data, including what parts ~vill be made public in support of published reports that may result
from the Russian-American collaboration.

We suggest that you work to define this access as broadly as you think
‘~ possible, according to American standards of data access: \ve will then

position ~vith the Russian EC and JCCRER members, as necessary.

appropriate and, where
negotiate the final
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.-. We look to you to take the lead in this acti~ity, but we will support your efforts in whatever way
we can. Ultimately, based on your preliminary drafts, we hope to come up with a more
standardized format that ~vecan use for all the projects. We are interested in discussing this
effort with you as you proceed, since we expect that difficulties will be best understood and
solved in the context of individual projects. The contact for this effort is Elly .Melamed who can
be reached on 301-903-8044 or by e-mail at elly.melamed@eh. doe.gov. If you have questions or
suggestions about these proposed agreements she would like to hear from you as soon as
possible.

We would like to have preliminary drafts by the end of October so we can review and discuss

them together before the EC meeting. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

iLLQA’J=2.
Frank Hawkins

L

Enclosure

Director
Office of International

Health Programs
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Donna Cragle. Ph.D.
Director

Center for Epidemiologic Research
Oak Ridge Institute for Science

and Education
P.O. Box 117
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831-0117

Dear Dr. Cragle:

Access to data is a central concern of all participants of the Joint Coordinating Committee for
Radiation Effects Research (JCCRER). At the April 1997 meeting of the JCCRER, Dr. Tara
O’Toole and Vice-Minister Sergei Khetagurov signed a statement of agreement ensuring mutual
access to data by Russian and American researchers. This statement (see enclosure) is very

general, ho~vever, and does not provide the procedures and assurances for access to specific data
related to individual projects. It does include the commitment that “detailed procedures for
access to data for each project will be approved bj’ the responsible U.S. and Russian Federation

“L agencies. ”

At a subsequent meeting between Department of Energy (DOE) officials and representatives of
the Russian institutes, it was agreed that access needs and authorization would be established for
each project and reflected in a signed agreement. The signatories would include the principal
im”estigators. institute directors, and appropriate executive committee members.

Specifically>. each agreement would establish data access agreements for the original or raw data,
compiled data that was created before the specific project began, and second generation data and
information compiled according to project requirements.

Although this subsequent agreement was made for DOE projects only, we expect that other
JCCRER members may want to use a similar approach.

In advance of the planned JCCRER Executive Committee (EC) meeting in Moscow in
December 1997, we propose to start drawing up these agreements. We would like to begin this
process by asking the American principal investigators for DOE projects to ~vork with their
Russian collaborators to develop a first draft of such an agreement for their project. Each
agreement should list all the data and information required or created by the project, grouped
according to the categories described above. It should propose v’ho should hate access to the
da[a. including what parts will be made public in support of published reports that may result
from the Russian-American collaboration.
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-- We suggest that you work to define this access as broadly as you think appropriate and, where
possible, according to American standards of data access; we will then negotiate the final
position with the Russian EC and JCCRER members, as necessary.

We look to you to take the lead in this activity, but we will support your efforts in whatever way
we can. Ultimately, based on your preliminary drafts, ~~ehope to come up with a more
standardized format that we can use for all the projects. We are interested in discussing this
effort with you as you proceed, since we expect that difficulties will be best understood and
solved in the context of individual projects. The contact for this effort is Elly Melamed who can
be reached on 301-903-8044 or by e-mail at elly.melamed@,eh. doe.gov. If you have questions or
suggestions about these proposed agreements she would like to hear from you as soon as
possible.

We would like to have preliminary drafts by the end of October so we can review and discuss
them together before the EC meeting. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

f.ula
Frank Hawkins
Director
Office of International

Health Programs

Enclosure
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Terry L. Thomas, Ph.D.
Associate Professor and Director
Division of Epidemiology and Bios[atistics
Uniformed Services University of the

Health Sciences, PMB-Room Al 039
4301 Jones Bridge Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Dear Dr. Thomas:

Access to data is a central concern of all participants of the Joint Coordinating Committee for
Radiation Effects Research (JCCRER). At the April 1997 meeting of the JCCRER, Dr. Tara
O’Toole and Vice-Minister Sergei Khetagurov signed a statement of agreement ensuring mutual
access to data by Russian and American researchers. This statement (see enclosure) is very

general, however, and does not provide the procedures and assurances for access to specific data
related to individual projects. It does include the commitment that “detailed procedures for
access to data for each project will be approved by the responsible U.S. and Russian Federation

L agencies. ”

At a subsequent meeting between Department of Energy (DOE) officials and representatives of
the Russian institutes, it was agreed that access needs and authorization would be established for
each project and reflected in a signed agreement. The signatories would include the principal
investigators, institute directors, and appropriate executive committee members.

Specifically, each agreement would establish data access agreements for the original or raw data,
compiled data that was created before the specific project began, and second generation data and
information compiled according to project requirements.

Although this subsequent agreement was made for DOE projects only, we expect that other
JCCRER members may want to use a similar approach.

In advance of the planned JCCRER Executive Committee (EC) meeting in Moscow in
December 1997, we propose to start drawing up these agreements. We would like to begin this

process by asking the American principal investigators for DOE projects to work with their
Russian collaborators to develop a first draft of such an agreement for their project. Each
agreement should list all the data and information required or created by the project, grouped
according to the categories described above. It should propose ~vho should have access to the
data, including ~vhat parts will be made public in support of published reports that may result
from the Russian-American collaboration.
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‘------ We suggest that you ~vork to define this access as broadly as you think appropriate and. where
possible, according to American standards of data access; ~~ewill then negotiate the final
position with the Russian EC and JCCRER members, as necessary.

We look to you to take the lead in this activity, but we will support your efforts in whatever way
we can. Ultimately, based on your preliminary drafts, we hope to come up with a more
standardized format that we can use for all the projects. We are interested in discussing this
effort with you as you proceed, since we expect that difficulties wi 11be best understood and
solved in the context of individual projects. The contact for this effort is Elly Melarned who can
be reached on 301-903-8044 or by e-mail at elly.melamed@ eh.doe.gov. If you have questions or
suggestions about these proposed agreements she would like to hear from you as soon as
possible.

We would like to have preliminary drafls by the end of October so we can review and discuss
them together before the EC meeting. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

‘-

Director
Office of International

Health Programs

Enclosure


